
Curriculum Map-- Kings School District  Women in Literature 
 
 

Big ideas Essential 
Questions  

Skills/Standards Activities/Assessment Content 

-Examine the 
wide-ranging 
scope of female 
authors  
 
-Examine the 
impact of 
diverse 
backgrounds, 
and the 
contributions of 
women writers 
throughout 
history 
 
-Promote 
awareness of 
the depth and 
variety of 
women’s 
literature.  
 
-Appreciate and 
understand 
their 
significance as 
well as the 
continuing 
contributions of 
female writers.  
 
 

 
 How have 
women writers 
helped shape 
literature?  

 How do 
history/culture/   
and societal 
expectations 
shape the female 
writing 
experience?  

 How has writing 
been shaped by 
generations of 
shape what 
others think of 
women? 

 What are the 
common 
characteristics 
and techniques 
of female writers 
across the ages?  

 What 
characteristics 
and techniques 
are unique to 
specific genre? 

 How does one 
approach the 
literature from an 
open-minded 
perspective? 

 

Students will: 
*Understand literary 
technique and discourse 
*Understand proper and 
effective note taking 
*Understand how to read 
academic articles and 
elevated language 
*Understand how to use 
graphic organizers 
*Understand the historical, 
political. social and literary 
importance of the study of 
women’s literature 
*Understand how to identify 
characteristics of 
authors/time periods/and 
purposes for writing 
*Understand literature as it 
represents a culture 
*Understand the symbols 
included in literature and 
their purpose 
*Understand the nature of 
multiple perspectives in 
literature 
*Understand the connection, 
in writing, between the 
writings of women and men 
*Understand literature as an 
interpretation of history 
 
 
 
 

 A variety of literary genres 
(novels, plays, essays, 
social commentaries and 
biographies) will be 
discussed in their literary 
and historical contexts. 
student-centered 
discussion 

 Essays and other writing 
assignments 

 Various multi-paragraph 
writing assignments  

 Reading passages 
 Selection quizzes and/or 

tests 
 Written responses 
 Class and small group 

discussion 
 Reflections reflection or 

other appropriate written 
assignment or project 

 Listening and 
       Note-taking practice 
 One-on-one/peer 

discussions 
 Small group 

discussions/presentations 
 Whole class 

discussions/presentations 
 Write reflective pieces 

 
 
 
 

Content Selections 
 The Norton Anthology of 

Literature by Women, 
Vol.1 and 2 
-Anne Bradstreet 
-Queen Elizabeth 
-Katherine Phillips 
-Aphra Behn 
-Mary Wollstonecraft  
-Sojourner Truth 
-George Elliot 
-Christina Rossetti 
-Kate Chopin 
-Charlotte Perkins Gillman 
-Emma Lazarus  
-Edith Wharton 
-Gertrude Stein 
-Virginia Woolf 
-Dorothy Parker  
-Gwendolyn Brooks 
-Anne Sexton 
-Maya Angelou 
-Adrienne Rich 
-Sharon Olds  
-Alice Walker 

 Versions of Cinderella 
including Chinese, Irish, 
French, English, American, 
Native-America, African- 
American 

 The Bell Jar by Sylvia 
Plath 

 The Secret Life of Bees by 
Sue Monk Kid 

 Articles and essays  
 Poet 
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